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Computers and change in ELT

The role of computers in English language teaching and learning is more significant today than at any time in the past.  Schools, colleges and universities are investing heavily in the medium and decision makers strongly encourage practitioners to make better and fuller use of the technology.  

But what do we actually mean by computer assisted language learning (CALL)?  And what opportunities does it offer us in terms of our pedagogical practice and for our own professional development?  In what ways might computers be impacting upon the language itself and what are the implications of this?

This presentation begins by drawing upon key contributions from the literature to provide an overview, or a theoretical framework for understanding CALL.  It identifies three distinct phases and discusses some of the challenges and changes resulting from these phases.  The presentation attempts to combine theoretical insights with practical applications and to do this, a number of suggestions for pedagogical practice are illustrated within the different phases.  It is argued that a task-based approach is particularly relevant to the opportunities offered by the internet.  The presentation concludes by considering the way in which computers are impacting upon the English language itself and the notions of EFL\ESL.
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